What Stories: YEdoes

A CATALYST spadivity and change for young people in rural
communities

A IMMEDIATE GAINStéthnology and 21st centurskills while
also focusingn localhistory.

A RIPPLE EFFECTS impact participants, commiamitiése
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Experience

Smithsonian

Evaluation (2016)

5 communities,

4 states,

2 MoMSexhibitions,



FINDING Catalystor increasing resources and opportunities for youth
In rural communities.

A Increased:ommunity
engagemenwith local
history.

A overl000 peopl6vere

introduced to local stories atvents

P
.

Firsttechnologyproject: ,,";'*v: -

A 7 OO/Oyouth participants
ASO%project leaders
A33%educators

Firstpublic historyproject

Youth Participant Age Breakdowg
State

lllinois

A 650/0youth participants Michigan
Mllnn.espta.
A 1000/0educators Mississippi

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

A 25% project leaders | |
High School m Middle School m Elementary

& 2 8ctually hadpeople calling to ask if they could be

nterviewed by thestudent<PénistoricalSociety Director, Lawrenceville, IL CATA LYS



FINDING Zouth participants increased technology use and practiced
21st century learning skills.

Q. How often have you had the opportunity to do the following:

INncreasan
Veryoften mOderatEtO great
PRE POST deal ofHD video
v L recorder use
Sample and remix media content 14% n pi: 13
Evaluatevalidity of information sources 36% C JE ? 1) increase in
Search for information, synthesize it 32% T 032 13
Pool information and compare notes 46% 45% 1 mOderate tO g reat
Meet people who are different from you 56% 82% deal Of d|g |ta|
Conduct research using historical materials  26% 40% StO rage & transport
Conduct and oral history interview 9% 64%

deviceuse

oEven though kids have phones, the tech has been really helpful
0SOI dzaS AGQa Y2NB OaelklinStEngl YR Syl of Sa dza (2
a[documentary qualig €
T Technology Leader, Gulfport, MS



FINDING Bral history collection increage

G CA 3 daNFUESIONS and how to interviegeople was the most challenging amabst rewarding
for 0 @ 2 dziPrijebt Badler, Mahomet, IL

60 new oral history interviewwere conductecand explored:

Political issues
Recurring floods

Immigration

Modern agriculture
First female NFL referee

o To Io Do Do P>

Veterans

LiQa OoOSUUSNI UKIFG AG gl ayQi
something thatl had to take responsibilifigr and

?Strz:Jdant_,‘g gidtl,%aneébglr.o,éMéN i 2T @ dﬂ\/l MFMAT GSAI F



FINDIN@ Youngpeoplefeel appreciated byadultsand adultgecognize
the talents and contributions of young people.

BEFORGEtories: YES

34% agreedhat adults listened to
youngpeople

AFTERStories: YES

82% agreed
that adults
listen to young
people

alhis projecand working with these three
young women is theighlight of my caredp €

¢Project and Technology Leader, Lanesboro, MN R I D D | I: l: |: I: I: FTQ



FINDING Bdults and youth increase their understanding of how their
community contributes to U.S. history.

dThrough this program | learned thatthere G ¢ KA & KI & 0SSy | OKIFffSy3asSs
IS so muchi about working with folks | don't normally work with. It has
such as Whirlpool, shipping companies, caused me to be more and
and the farming businesses thatwereonce U2 0S0O2YS Y2NBE | OuA &S Ay 0K
K S NXsthdent, St. Joseph, Ml ProjectLeader and Retired Teachkeawrenceville, IL
BEFOREtories: YES AFTERStories: YES IMPROVEMENT
of youth were either neutral ok 8%
to U.S. history
30%of youth said it was true or very true that their community made  50% 20%
acontribution to U.S. History
22%of youth were neutral 6 2 dziT O2 YY dzy A G & Q dist@?2 y8%NA 6 dzii A 2 y14% i, | ©{ @
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FINDING 6tories: YHB8volved members of communities in local history, some for the first ti

G ¢ K& 1munity so thoroughly supported itdés hard to know where to begin.
The daily newspaper, the weekly newspaper, the radio station, a TV station,
own staff production team, the maydhe County Boardf Commissioners, the
merchants, the Rotary, the Chamber of Commerce, the Retired Teachers'
Organization, the Churches and so many individuals embraced the gréject
T Historical Society Director, Lawrenceville, IL
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Businesses m Organizations = Schools Interviewees

Youthinterviewedelected officials, veterans, business D | D D | |: |: |: |: |: f‘TC

owners, athletes, and othgroungpeople.



