	This transcript was exported on Mar 24, 2023 




Rachel Miller (00:00): Somebody that I've been really impressed with lately is, this is kind of weird, but it's actually the lady who does my hair. And right after the Trump election, there was a lot of people that were like, "How could this happen? What were we doing that we let this happen?" And her response was, "We weren't engaged enough. We weren't actually paying attention. We weren't going out and talking to people, people that are outside of our normal social circles and seeing what other people were thinking." So, she became really engaged with the Pulaski County Democratic Party. And she picked a candidate, and she got so behind this candidate that she was willing to sacrifice every aspect of her life to support this one candidate. And what impressed me was her passion to promote this one person that she believed in, this one person's principals, that it ignited my interest. Because I'm like, "How is it this person can be so passionate about this individual?" And it got me out of my slump of being disenchanted with the whole political system.
(01:07): And I started to watch what she was doing and what was her definition of civic engagement. And basically what she would tell me, and she still tells me today, is to make sure that you're aware of all the issues. That you educate yourself, that you don't rely on somebody else to feed you the information, that if you don't really know about candidates, that should not be your response. You need to go and make sure that you find whatever avenue is possible that's available to you, to educate yourself on what the issues are, whether they are community issues, state level, or national level. And that is something that I think as a good citizen, that you shouldn't just say, "Well, I don't know about that candidate." Or, "I don't really know much about that issue." Or "doesn't impact me." Because eventually it really will have an impact on you in some form or fashion. And I think as a citizen of this nation, it is our duty to be educated on what it is that is impacting us on all levels.
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