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Erika Earp (00:00): I think one of the first things we need to do as civic engagement is definitely vote. And vote in every election, I don't care if it's the president, I don't care if it's the dogcatcher. I don't care what it is, just vote. I don't care who you're voting for. I want everyone to vote. And it's more important to vote at the local level, in the local elections. That's who's going to affect you most. In your local community, vote for the mayor, vote for the city council, vote for everybody. Because I think the local elections have the lowest voter turnout and they're the most important.
(00:44): And, I think another thing that we need to do as responsible citizens is know what's happening. Know what the city council's doing. Actually read the city council minutes. Go to a meeting. Watch them if they're on TV. Just know what they're doing. You can go to the State House and watch them. There's a gallery. You can actually go watch the Iowa House, or the Iowa Legislature. You can watch them doing their jobs. And they're all down there. They don't have offices. Their offices are in there.
(01:13): So, I think it's just really important to know what's happening in your government, in your community, in your state, in the country, and just do it. See if there's somebody in town who, I don't know, mows the yards of businesses, or weeds. We have a group in Fort Dodge that goes around and they plant flowers, and they weed, and they rake the leaves, and that's really nice.
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