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Cody Burkham (00:00): Growing up in Hope, Hope is known as the birthplace of Bill Clinton, President Bill Clinton. What many people don't realize is also it's the boyhood home where Mike Huckabee, Governor of Arkansas and former presidential candidate also grew up as well. No matter what side of the aisle that you tend to support, in Hope, it seems like you could always find somebody to agree with you or disagree with you, whatever you were looking for.
(00:27): One funny story that I have is, my family has a farm, a farming operation, just a mile or so from the Hope Airport, the way that we'd say back home, the way the crow flies. I remember as just a young boy, my father and I were out feeding cattle one day, a very cold winter's day, and President Clinton's mother had just passed away in Hope. As we were feeding cattle, we saw a very large plane flying very low, you know could tell that it was taking off from the Hope Airport.
(01:02): It turned out to be Air Force One, and it flew right over us as we were out putting hay out for our cattle. My dad and I stood there and stared, mouth wide open agape, and it was just something that's just special. Yeah, people see Air Force one all the time, but you think, "Wow, the President was literally a mile from where I am right now."
(01:27): Arkansas does have that great connection to its political leaders. I've often heard that the reason why Arkansas has such a long list of well-respected leaders such as President Clinton or Governor Huckabee, or Senator Bumpers, Senator Pryor, those names that you associate with politics, is because for so long, Arkansas didn't have a Walmart. It didn't have a Tysons or a J.B. Hunt. It didn't have a large business presence. For you to advance, there was really only one way and that was through the political process and through being involved in politics. They knew it was a retail politic state.
(02:13): That's the stories you always hear about President Clinton, is that he could walk into a room, look you in the eye, and make you think that you were the only person in that room, whether there was 10 or 10,000. Arkansas is special like that.
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