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Cathy Petroff: Probably the most amazing part of the preparation for an election is that it begins right after the previous election. Because all of the materials have to be collected, they have to be reorganized, packed again in boxes. And then begins the process of not only finding poll workers to work, clerks to be in charge of a precinct, learning and getting ready to train all of those people.
(00:31) But then you have to find places to do the training in each of the different communities. We also have to find polling places, places that are willing to give up their facilities on an evening and all day one day, and essentially have their life disrupted for the day of an election.
(00:52) Before an election day actually happens, every poll worker puts in a minimum of two hours of training. And depending on the position, it could be three hours or seven hours, depending on what the position is.
(01:05) But on election day itself, our day begins by 6:00 AM. We have to be at our polling location by 6:00 AM, ready to go with everything we need for the day, any food that we want to eat, any medicine, all of that kind of stuff we have to have with us.
(01:23) We have spent time, typically the night before, setting up our polling location. So everything is in place, all we have to do is get out our tools and put them in place and be ready by 7:00 AM when the voters come. And in my particular precinct, every time they are lined up at the door by 7:00 AM. They are ready to roll.
(01:45) Throughout the day, people come and go. In voting, we have book inspectors who greet the voters, check their IDs, issue them a ballot, or send them to somebody who can issue them a ballot or help them to vote.
(01:59) We have a voting equipment operator who monitors them putting their ballot in the machine, making sure that each one does get counted and everything is fine before the voter goes out the door.
(02:12) At 7:00 PM, whoever is in line does get to vote, even if it may be after 7:00 PM. But nobody else can come and get in line after that 7:00 PM time.
(02:24) Once the last voter left the building, then we begin the process of verifying the election, accounting for every ballot that we had received, putting everything back where it belonged. And that's a very important thing too, not just throwing everything in the tub.
(02:45) And, then the clerk and one other poll worker needs to put all of that stuff back in the car, and drive them back to election headquarters. Where there's a very systematic procedure, with Sheriff's deputies involved, to take and make sure that you've got everything that you had left with when we issued the supplies.
(03:09) So it's a very long day. Minimally, to arrive by 6:00 AM, clerk and the person riding with them may not get home till 9:00 or 10:00, depending on the length of time, the length of the line at the election operations center. It's a long day.
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