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Councilman Alix Desulme: I've been a public servant my entire life, starting from middle school into high school. I started doing rallies, making sure that the students' right was being heard, if the administration was not listening to the students, and attending council meetings at night just to be the voice for my fellow high school student.
(00:25) So my activism and community service, being of public service, started very, very young. I ran for public office, the first time at 23. I ran three time before I was elected and I became the first Black city clerk for the city of North Miami. And all that involved my public experience, being in the community, attending different activities, the boards. Serving on several boards, kids my age was not really into.
(00:55) So my personal opinion has been a little bit of both. A little shocking because I finally came to the conclusion I am a public servant at heart and that means that you have to make a lot of sacrifices and a lot of things you have to do. As far as the personal rewarding, to be elected, to have the honor of folks putting their trust into you, going to vote for you, it has been truly an honor. So it's both been personal and also a different experience to have a both perspective, being in public service for over 20 years now. It's very rewarding.
(01:37) And it's interesting because being an elected official, I get the... I don't want to use the word privilege, but both sides because being an activist, being very active from public service and then to serve in a capacity of being elected. The residents, the constituents, us, the people, really matters. I mean, a lot of times they don't understand the power that they have within themselves.
(02:05) But I do think that folks being more engaged is definitely a prime example. Emailing, calling, whatever that you need to do, don't think that your elected official or whoever's in power are not listening. And trust me, one person do move mountains. And a lot of times, because of certain things in the way government works, in the way the layer works, it may takes longer.
(02:32) But if I don't hear nothing regarding a sidewalk, I'm thinking it's okay. But if one person says something, then I am aware of that sidewalk. And that one person usually get that sidewalk fixed and then their neighbors will be like, "How did that happen?" Well, I don't know, there's over 15 or 16,000 people in a little area. But if one person say something, then now, the whole community, the city's aware, the government is aware, and we cannot ignore that one person.
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