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Dr. Tamika Sanders (00:00): Hello. My name is Dr. Tamika Sanders, and I am an arts advocate, a poet, an educator, and a mom of twins, and from Phoenix, Arizona. And as an artist, a lot of times I use words important. And I grew up using words as kind of the staple of my poetry and spoken word as this platform for me to be able to get my story out, to make people listen that otherwise probably would not listen to a little brown girl from South Phoenix. They would just get dismissed.
(00:30): And so a lot of times with my art, especially during the voting season, we used that. We have, all over the country, I think last year, a couple years ago, they had the election monologues. And so it was, every city had this and I got to participate in it. And you literally, you wrote poems, stories about what it was like, your election, the process, the voting, what it meant to you, how you felt during, after. And those were some of the things. And we had lots of poets. We had a lot of youth that were under 18 and that were there. But then we also had our college students in that 19 to 23 age also there talking about their experiences, about their hope, about their disappointment, about why they vote.
(01:13): And so I think with my art, a lot of times it's being able to showcase those voices. And again, the voices that can't vote right now, but the decisions we make today are going to affect them. And so they should have a say and they should be heard so that hopefully they can influence the people who are voting, who are making the decisions for them. So that's how I use my art. It's a lot of poetry, it's theater, it's storytelling, but it's all coming from people and looking at everything you can think about - power dynamics, youth, looking at religion, sexual orientation, and right now it's going to be civic engagement and voices, mostly whose voice is being heard and whose voices are being left out.
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