Hopeful for the Future of America: Chiara Benato, Maryland

As told by Chiara Benato
Salisbury, Maryland

Introduction:

This snapshot was gathered in conjunction with the Maryland Voices initiative at Maryland
Humanities, specifically to supplement the "Voices and Votes: Democracy in America"
traveling exhibition from the Smithsonian's Museum on Main Street program. This
collection, made up of stories of first-time voters between the ages of 18 and 24,
showcases the experiences of young people as they wrestled with the 2020 presidential
election, issues around social justice, the environment, immigration, and the pandemic.

Story Narrative:

Chiara Benato (00:00): I'm Chiara Benato. I'm originally from New Jersey. | moved to
Maryland almost three years ago now, permanently. | came here originally for school at
Salisbury University. | received a bachelors degree in history and education and continued
my education directly after at Salisbury University, again, getting a master's in English
literature. I'm also a TA there, so | get to interact with undergrad still and still get to pursue
my passion for teaching there.

Chiara Benato (00:36): When thinking about hope or pessimism, | always think about a
conversation | had with my father when I was in, | want to say, under third grade, third
grade or below, so like 10 or younger. | had to do a project on family history and my dad
was not born here. He was born in Italy and became a resident of the United States, ora
citizen of the United States rather.

Chiara Benato (01:08): | remember talking to him, and when he came here in 1980 with my
mom, after they got married, | asked him, "Why did you come here?" And he said, "Well, for
the American dream." And then my followup question was, "Do you believe the American
dream still exists?"

Chiara Benato (01:26): And he said, "I'm not sure." Because the idea of American dream is
that you can come to America and make a life here and live well and live happy here, and |
think that idea has been challenged in so many different ways over the past, well, to my
recollection, since I'm only 23, over the past 23 years, but looking at it from historical point,
since we became a global power.

Chiara Benato (02:11): I'm hopeful that people are willing to try, but I'm worried that
people are going to also be close-minded to people who don't have the same beliefs as
them. So on both sides, if everybody's closed-minded all that's going to do is keep each
other separate from each other.



Chiara Benato (02:33): And you need to be able to listen to people in order to find
compromises and find things that are going to work for people and make sure that we do
move forward and continue to grow this idea of hope here in the United States as opposed
to divisiveness, which is what we have been seeing.
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