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Arianna Gomez (00:00):
So my name is Arianna Gomez. I am from originally Laurel, Maryland. I grew up in PG county my whole life, but now I study at Salisbury University. I am a K-12 ESL certification major, and that essentially boils down to just me wanting to help people learn English as second language in all [inaudible 00:00:24]... academic schooling, as well as like also trying to help teach people who are adult ESL learners.
Arianna Gomez (00:32):
I wouldn't say that there is a specific action that I am doing to make a difference in my community. I am studying to be a K-12 ESL educator. So with my career position itself, it already outreaches a broadband platform for communicating to the greater public. Especially if I'm working in a public school, I can reach so many different students, so many people from different walks of life. And that, in itself, extends to adult ESL learners. It extends to principals. It extends to the board of education. It really helps me have the opportunity and the platform to say what I think is important, and to extend that to others who still don't know where to listen or don't know where to go, but it's a good start. So I think that just being an educator in itself is a way to communicate and interact with my community.
Arianna Gomez (01:36):
Other civic duties that I think Americans should partake in more are probably a little bit more broader than any specific action, but just being mindful and educating yourself on current issues in your local community, going out there, going to public forums. If your local mayor, your local board of education, your school is having any kind of open forum discussion, go to them. Please, please, please go to them and educate yourself on what's happening around you. That's the better way of reconnecting yourself to your community and inserting yourself into these issues so that you can have a voice, and you can help solve these problems for so many people.
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