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Allison Carey (00:00):
My name is Allison Carey and I'm from Frostburg, Maryland, and I am a senior at Mountain Ridge High School. I'm a very, in the middle type person. I have views from both sides and I classify as a libertarian so that's right in the middle, basically. But I do have friends that are far-right, and I do have friends that are far-left. 

Allison Carey (00:25) And I think that my friends and I just kind of decide that our friendship is more important than our political views and our political agenda, and we don't really get into arguments about anything like that, because like I said, friendship, and your relationship with somebody is not defined by your political views. I think that because of where we live, there are a lot of close-minded people and they don't have an open mind towards how others may feel and other people's views.

Allison Carey And I feel that that causes a lot of tension, but I feel like what anybody could do is to just try to be open-minded and be kind to everybody, because you don't know what it's like to walk in somebody else's shoes so try to imagine doing that, and I feel like that could go a long way. There are definitely people in our democracy that want to shove their opinions down somebody else's for, rather than respecting their opinions, and that is a downside to politics because people, like I said, want their opinion to be everybody else's opinion, and that's just not how it is.

Allison Carey Social media has definitely changed how I view politics because it's made me more compassionate for other people from different walks of life, different races, different sexualities. But I definitely do think that a major downside to that is not respecting other people's opinions that you might not agree with.

Allison Carey I used to be a very far-right Republican, and now I'm not. I see things from a totally different perspective, and I feel like you have to look at things from other people's point of view and how they may feel when like, especially with the protests from this summer, especially that it was hard to watch, and I have family that doesn't agree with it. And I feel that you have to put yourself in those people's shoes that were protesting and how they felt attacked, and if the roles were reversed, how would we feel? That's how I try to think of it. My political views have changed a lot in the last year or so and I think that it has made me a better person and a more educated person, and I think that everybody should want to get more educated on politics instead of thinking that their views are right and not want to change them.
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