Growing Up With a Sense of Community in Michigan
Ashland, West Virginia

Story Narrative:
What does living in a small town teach you?

"Living in a small town for me meant growing up with a sense of community, and knowing
good values, and who to trust, and where | came from. | think growing up in a small town
gave me the opportunities to know people on a level that would help me function in my
everyday life, things as far as with my job in a hospital on how to communicate and how to
relate to people on a personal, and how to be one-on-one. | had the pleasure of growing up
in a small town in Northern Michigan and | was truly blessed with the life that | did have,
being from a small town and close to a small military base, actually, is where | grew up.
You wouldn't have asked for a better upbringing. | think to grow up in a small town and to
have the military be part of that, | think | was a very fortunate young lady and some of the
blessings that | thought | didn't have that | realize now that | did have, I'm very thankful for. |
love the sense of community. | want my children to continue to grow up in a small town.
And their children, | want them to have that same experience that | did and not to feel like
that small town had burdened them or hindered them at any point. Small time life is where
it's at, and | wish everybody could experience it just once. It's a different feeling and | loved
it. | had a great upbringing."
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