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Applications to host KEY INGREDIENTS should be submitted to the  
Missouri Humanities Council via email to Patricia Zahn at patricia@mohumanities.org
Applications are due by March 1st, 2004.  The tour begins in the fall of 2005.   
 
Key Ingredients: America by Food explores the connections between Americans and the foods they 
produce, prepare, preserve, and present at table – a provocative and thoughtful look at the historical, 
regional, and social traditions that merge in everyday meals and celebrations.  It is the newest 
exhibition of Museum on Main Street, a partnership of the Smithsonian Institution and state 
humanities councils in service to museums and citizens of rural America.  Through a selection of 
artifacts, photographs, and illustrations, Key Ingredients examines the evolution of the American 
kitchen and how food industries have responded to the technological innovations that have enabled 
Americans to choose an ever-wider variety of frozen, prepared, and fresh foods.  The exhibition 
offers a multitude of opportunities for hosting organizations to link their own collections and local 
food specialties to the panoramic story told in the exhibition. 
 
Request to host Key Ingredients 

 
Note:  Key Ingredients was expressly designed to reach Rural cultural organizations and the 
audiences they serve.
1)  Organization Information  

• Host Institution:  
• Address:  
• Contact name:  
• Telephone #:  
• Fax:  
• E-mail:  
• Days & hours of operation:  
• Annual visitorship: 
• Population:  
• Region:  
• Nearest large town/city:  
• Annual operating budget:  
• Source of Revenue:  
• 501(c)3/ tax exempt status:    Incorporated: 
• Size and composition of board:  
 

Is your board of directors active in the community and capable of inspiring others to join in 
projects?  Give examples of success. 
 
 

• Size and composition of staff:  
 
Is there a paid director or other staff member who will be coordinating the exhibition?  

 
• Can your institution accommodate an 8 ½ foot high, 750 square foot* exhibition?  
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• Location of exhibit display if not on institution site: 

 
• Brief profile of your institution 

o Founded?  
o By whom?  
o Mission?  
o Current project and plans? 

  
 
2)  How will hosting Key Ingredients help your institution? (Attach additional pages, if needed) 
 
 
 
 
 
3)  Community involvement is central to the success of the exhibition.  Which community leaders 
and other community organizations will you involve in the planning of the exhibition? Have you 
asked them to commit to the project? 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  Have you reviewed information about Key Ingredients at www.keyingredients.org or 
www.museumonmainstreet.org ?  
 
 
5)  In what capacity is your institution able assist in shipping the exhibition from one site to another?  
(Note:  Contracting an outside shipping company costs an average of $800 per site) 
 
 
6)  Will two people from your organization be able to attend both a Key Ingredients Orientation & 
Program Planning Workshop and an Installation Workshop (dates and locations to be announced)? 
 
 
 
 
*The kiosks are 8 feet tall in some points.  (The portal for the fifth unit will actually be about 8 feet 6 " tall)  Ceilings 
should be 9 feet tall.   Minimum space is 750 square feet.  It is recommended to have 1000+ square feet for optimal 
viewing effect. 
 
Applicants for KEY INGREDIENTS should be submitted via email to Patricia Zahn at 
patricia@mohumanities.org.  This application is available online at www.mohumanities.org. 
If you do not have internet and email access, please contact the Missouri Humanities Council office 
at 1.800.357.0909 to make other arrangements for submission of materials.   
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